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A Note from the Supervisor
I hope you had a wonderful summer. As we move into the 
fall and winter months there are several important events & 
programs  we would like you to keep in mind. This issue of our 
newsletter is filled with great information about the upcoming 
election, our Holiday Programs and several other topics.

At Elk Grove Township our staff works hard every day to 
provide the best service for our residents. Our employees enjoy 
helping residents and don’t expect accolades, but I am proud to 
tell you about an award a member of our Youth Services Staff has 
received. Renee Dorn was selected as the recipient of the Darwin 
Adams Award by the staff of the Children’s Advocacy Center of 
North and Northwest Cook County. The Darwin Adams Award 
is named after the founder of the Children’s Advocacy Center 

and is the Center’s most prestigious award. Congratulations Renee and all of the Youth Services 
Staff!

Remember to vote in the November 4th Gubernatorial Election. Our Clerk Greg O’Brien has 
provided information in this Newsletter about the election including important dates and ways 
to register and vote. Every election is important and I encourage all eligible residents to exercise 
their right choose their representatives.

Please take a few minutes to review the information about our Holiday Programs. Our 
Thanksgiving & Christmas Programs provide meals and gifts to families in need. These 
programs are made possible by the generous contributions of Elk Grove Township residents. I 
truly appreciate all of the individuals and families who donate to help their neighbors.

Our Elk Grove Township Office will be a donation site for the Toys for Tots Program. New, 
unwrapped toys can be 
dropped off during office 
hours until December 10th.

If you have any questions 
about any of the topics 
covered in this Newsletter 
please contact us.Thank you 
for allowing me to continue to 
serve you.

Regards,

Michael H. Sweeney 
Supervisor
Elk Grove Township
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A Report from Clerk O’Brien
2014 General Elections
The 2014 General Election will be held on Tuesday, November 
4th.  Eligible voters will be casting their ballots for candidates 
running for a wide range of offices including:

•  U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives
•  Statewide Offices: Governor / Lt. Governor, Treasurer,
•  Comptroller, Attorney General, Secretary of State
•  State Senators and State Representatives
•  Illinois Appellate and Circuit Court Judges
•  Countywide Offices: Cook County Board President,  

Clerk, Sheriff, Treasurer, Assessor
•  Cook County Commissioners and Board of Review 

(Property Tax)
•  Metropolitan Water Reclamation District

Voter Qualifications
To register to vote you must be:
1. A U.S. citizen 
2. At least 18 years old by the General Election Day 
3. A resident of your precinct at least 30 days prior to Election 
Day
You also must display two pieces of identification.  Neither needs 
to be a photo ID, but one must include your current address.

Voter Registration
The last day to register to vote is October 7, 2014.  After that date, 
there is an allowed Grace Period that extends the registration and 
voting period up to November 3, 2014.  During that grace period 
you can register to vote; change your name or current address and 
vote in the election.  However, guidelines limit when and where 
grace period registrants can vote.  Grace period registrants are not 
eligible to vote at the polls on Election Day or take part in early 
voting.

There are three methods you can use to register to vote:
Online:  You can complete the online application found on 
Illinois State Board of Elections website: https://ovr.elections.il.gov
You must have valid Illinois Drivers License or State ID number 
to complete the online application.  Otherwise, you will need to 
complete a paper application or provide an email to finish your 
online application.

By Mail:  You can complete a mail-in voter registration 
application form and return it to the Cook County Clerk’s Office.  
Voter registration forms are available at the Elk Grove Township 
Hall.
In-Person with a certified registrar:  Eligible voters can also 
register to vote in person by going to one of the Cook County 
Clerk’s six locations; a village, city or township clerk or an Illinois 
Secretary of State’s drivers license facility.
You can verify if you are already registered to vote at the Cook 
County Clerk’s website: http://www.cookcountyclerk.com

Early Voting: For the November 4, 2014 General Election, Early 
Voting will take place from October 20 to November 2.  State law 

requires that early voters present 
valid photo identification before 
receiving a ballot.  At this time, 
Early Voting polling locations have 
not been published by the Cook 
Country’s Clerk office.  However, in 
past elections the nearest locations 
for Elk Grove Township residents 
have been the Arlington Heights 
Village Hall; Des Plaines City Hall; 
Elk Grove Village Hall and the 
Rolling Meadows Court House.  
Please note that our Township 
offices are not an Early Voting 
location.

Vote By Mail:   Registered voters can cast their ballot through the 
mail, but you must first submit an application to the Cook County 
Clerk’s office to receive your ballot.  To obtain your Vote By Mail 
application:
•  Call the Elk Grove Township Hall at (847) 437-0300
•  Call the Cook County’s Clerk Office at (312) 603-0946
•  Apply online at the Cook County Clerk’s website: 

http://www.cookcountyclerk.com 

The last day to request a Mail Ballot is October 30, 2014.  Your 
completed ballot must be postmarked by November 3, 2014 
and received by the Cook County Clerk’s office no later than 
November 18, 2014.

Poll Workers:  The Cook County Clerk’s office is currently 
accepting applications from eligible voters to serve as poll 
workers throughout suburban Cook County.  There are two 
types of poll workers, Election Judges and Equipment Managers.  
Both positions are responsible for setting up the polling place, 
assisting voters, communicating the election results and packing 
equipment after the polls close.  Equipment managers have some 
additional responsibilities.  Election judges receive $175 for the 
day and Equipment Managers receive $300.  There are also special 
programs for Junior and Senior High School and College students 
to serve as paid election judges.

To be eligible to serve as an election judge you must be:
•  A U.S. Citizen 
•  A registered voter of Cook County
•  Be fluent in English (Bilingual Judges are always needed)

Applications are being accepted by the Cook County Clerks office.  
You can call them at (312) 269-7984 or apply online at http://
www.cookcountyclerk.com.

Thank you for allowing me to continue to serve you.

Sincerely,

Greg O’Brien
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Assessing the Situation  
from Connie Carosielli, Assessor of Elk Grove Township

I hope this edition of our newsletter 
finds you ready to enjoy a healthy and 
happy fall and winter. My staff and I 
wish to thank you for your calls and 
visits and the unfailing courtesies that 
you’ve shown us. We attempt to be of 
assistance whenever we can.

The following list is the exemptions 
that might be available to you if you 
meet the criteria:

•  Homeowners Exemption: Must have occupied the property, 
as of January 1st, of the tax year in question. Must be principal 
place of residence and liable for payment of taxes.  This exemption 
reduces the EAV by $7,000.

•  Senior Citizen Exemption:  Must be 65 years of age in the tax 
year in question. Occupied the residence as of January 1st in that 
tax year, as a principle place of residence.  Must apply annually. 
This exemption reduces the EAV by $5,000.

•  Senior Freeze Exemption:  Must be 65 in the tax year in 
question and have a combined household income of $55,000 or 
less in previous year. Must be principal place of residence as of 
January 1st, two years prior.  Must apply annually.

•  Disabled Persons Exemption: Owner of property must be 
disabled or became disabled during the tax year and occupied 
the property, as of January 1st, of the tax year in question.  This 
reduces the EAV by $2,000. Must be filed annually.

•  Disabled Veterans Exemption:  Veterans with a service 
connected disability as certified by the U.S Department of 
Veterans Affairs are eligible for this exemption. A disability of 
at least 75% is eligible for a $5,000 reduction in EAV. A 50% 
disability but less than 75% is eligible for a $2,500 reduction in 
EAV. This exemption must be notarized and filed annually.

•  Returning Veteran’s Exemption: This is for property owners that 
are returning from active duty. This exemption reduces the EAV 
by $5,000 for the taxable year. 

We will start processing the 2014 Senior and Senior Freeze 
Exemptions beginning in February of 2015. All others will be 
processed between March and April of 2015. If you receive a 
renewal for any of the exemptions in the mail, it will be our 
pleasure to assist you with completing and submitting them to the 
County.

If you have questions about qualifying for any of these 
exemptions, please call 847-437-0300 or come in. It will be our 
pleasure to provide answers.

News from your Highway Comissioner...
The Elk Grove Township 
Highway Department 
has been busy working 
on infrastructure 
projects for the 2014 
construction season. 
These include:

Crack filling streets 
before winter season to 
protect roads on:
•  Branigar Estates subdivision (Crest, Forest View, 
 Howard, Thorndale, Woodview Streets)
•  Itasca Meadows - (Lincoln, Martha Streets)
•  Stanley
Ashphalt Milling, Paving and concrete re-construction on 
Roppollo St.

Repairing and construction on many drainage and sewage 
infrastructure areas.

Seal coating, crack filling, and re-stripping at Township 
facilities - Township Hall, Daycare Facility, Youth Center, 
Bicycle Instruction Facility.

Major and minor repairs to Township Commercial / 
Industrial Streets and Areas.

Many other projects will continue 
into the 2015 season.

Art Niewiardowski
Highway Commissioner



For more information contact:
Jason Stewarts 
Elk Grove Township Newsletter
630-886-7403
jstewarts@strath.com
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The highly-popular Elk Grove Township Newsletter reaches every household in 
Elk Grove Township. You can now advertise in this publication to help grow your 
business and attract new consumers to our area. Published quarterly: Each issue is 
saved until the next one and used as a reference tool, used over and over again.

•   Over 40,000+ are direct mailed – You’ll reach every household  
in Elk Grove Township.

•   Published quarterly (4 times).

•   Targeted audience - No wasted circulation.

•   Complete market coverage of the entire Elk Grove Township area.

•   24/7 Online component available.

•   Special Advertising Opportunities surrounding Special Events and other 
activities.

•   Extended shelf life and timely.

You can also take advantage of special “Spotlight” Editorial pages, advertiser 
promotions and frequency discounts. These opportunities will go fast, so be sure to 
contact us immediately to learn more.
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Dr. Marvin Amayun
1100 Nerge Rd. Ste 209, Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

Phone:  847-891-6600 • www.smilecreationsdental.com

• Digital X-rays
• Fillings
• Crowns and Bridges
• Extractions
• Teeth Whitening
• Implants
• Guest Lounge
• Dentures
• Oral Surgery
• Root Canals
• Nightguards
• Cosmetic Dentistry

$49 Regular Cleaning & Exam (see website offers)

*There is no minimum to open or maintain a Totally Free Checking Account. Other restrictions and fees
may apply.  Please see a Personal Banker for details.  All customers pay for their deposit slips, 
check printing and any other special services.

FREE CHECKING!*

 No minimum balance, no monthly service charge
 Free Online Banking with Bill Pay and Account Alerts  
 Free Mobile Banking with Express Deposit
Now that’s smart!

24 Chicagoland locations, including:
 951 Meacham Rd, Elk Grove Vlg
 700 E. Rand Rd, Mt Prospect
 1590 S. Elmhurst Rd, Mt Prospect
www.parkwaybank.com
888-498-9800

Your
next
smart
move?

178 BIESTERFIELD ROAD • ELK GROVE VILLAGE 
IL 60007 • 847-258-4605

Over 750 stores open and in development nationwide! visit: jerseymikes.com

Fresh Sliced

Fresh Grille
d

We Cater!

tax not included
$12.99

1 GIANT SUB, 2 CHIPS &
(2) 22 OZ FOUNTAIN DRINK!

Hurry! Offer expires 11-16-14. One coupon per person 
per visit per day. Not to be combined with other offers.
No cash value. Redeemable in person only. 1609

 ELK GROVE LOCATION 
Hurry! Offer expires 11-16-14. One coupon per person 
per visit per day. Not to be combined with other offers.
No cash value. Redeemable in person only. 1605

 ELK GROVE LOCATION 

Always!

FREE REGULAR

SUB
WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY
REGULAR/GIANT COMBO MEAL! 

Hurry! Offer expires 11-16-14. One coupon per person 
per visit per day. Not to be combined with other offers.
No cash value. Redeemable in person only. 1618

 ELK GROVE LOCATION 

Hurry! Offer expires 11-16-14. One coupon per person 
per visit per day. Not to be combined with other offers.
No cash value. Redeemable in person only. 1608

$6.99
REGULAR SUB, 1CHIP &
A 22 OZ FOUNTAIN DRINK!

 ELK GROVE LOCATION 

tax not included

4950-Jersey Mike's ad-LR.pdf   1   05/02/14   6:54 PM



6

News from the General
Assistance Department
Thank You for School Supplies!
Every fall the children return to school and need tools to 
begin learning.  Some of our families are struggling and not 
able to provide their children with the necessary supplies.  
Each year Elk Grove Township purchases required supplies 
and accepts donations. These supplies are then distributed 
to School District 59 schools for the use of low income 
families.  

This year again, we want to thank the Moorings, in 
Arlington Heights, for their generous monetary donation 
which included several boxes of school supplies.  Also thank 
you to new donators, Prince of Peace United Methodist 
Church in Elk Grove Village who donated 2,385 items.  
These donations, plus items the Township purchased, 
made this our most successful drive. Thank you to all who 
donated!

Food Panty
Thanks to generous donations, our pantry has met the need 
through the summer months for our residents facing a 
shortage.  From January lst through July 31st we served 375 
families with 890 people.  We provide non-perishable items 
to residents facing food shortage.

Thanks to everyone who donated food, organized a food 
drive or gave cash for the purchase of meat.  Please see the 
list below for items needed most.

Canned Foods                                        
Chunky soups
Fruit
Canned or dried beans
Tuna or Meat      
Vegetables
Milk
Chili
Stew
Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s and others 

Jar Foods (plastic preferred) 
Jelly
Pasta / Spaghetti 
Sauce
Peanut Butter

Dry Foods
Dry milk
Spaghetti and  Pastas
Hamburger / Tuna 
Helper and others
Macaroni and Cheese
Rice
Crackers
Pudding
Jello

Breakfast Foods
Hot and cold cereals
Juice (100% fruit)

Non Food Items 
Toilet Paper
Toothpaste
Shampoo / Conditioner
Deodorant
Soap
Detergent

We appreciate all donations; however, we cannot distribute 
expired food products.  Please check the dates on all cans 
and packaged foods when donating.  Thank you.

New Addition
We would like to introduce our newest GA employee, 
Kelly Hindle.  Kelly is currently attending classes at 
Harper College with a major in Human Services.  Her past 
experience dealing in crisis  situations as Project Manager 
for Cobra Restoration, and Tough Love coordinator for 
Northwest Suburbs, has prepared her for her position as 
General Assistance Caseworker.  Kelly and her husband 
Kerry  have  four children and four grandchildren and 
resides in a neighboring community.  Please welcome her.



that jumps to conclusions and cannot be trusted. Give worry 
a name, like “brain bug.” This takes the focus from the child’s 
particular fear and makes anxiety itself the problem.
3) Rewire and resist. Ask your child what she is really worried 
about and what she thinks might happen. Then ask her to 
check whether these thoughts really make sense. Help her find 
inner strength, the voice that tells worry it is “not the boss.”
4) Teach relaxation techniques to temper the biological alarm 
to fight or flee whenever fear takes over.
5) Help the child focus on what he wants to do and what he 
would do if worry were “not in charge.”
6) Finally, reinforce your child’s efforts, praising her for getting 
through a tough situation.
For those in need of professional help, therapy can produce 
“meaningful clinical improvement in 50 to 75 percent of 
children,” Dr. Ginsburg said. “Anxiety is a chronic illness that 
can emerge in times of environmental crises or change,” she 
said. “Prevention is important. I want parents to be proactive 
rather than reactive. A minor adjustment can prevent re-
emerging anxiety from interfering with a child’s life.”

When minor adjustments do not seem to be working, it may 
be time to consult with a therapist.  The following are “red 
flags” that might warrant a consultation:”

1) Age-inappropriate clinginess or tantrums
2) Constant complaints of physical sickness
3) Withdrawal from friends, family, or peers
4) Refusing to go to school for weeks
5) Preoccupation with intense fear or guilt
6) Excessive fear of leaving the house

For more information, feel free to call the staff of the Youth 
Services Department at 847-981-0373.

A Note from Youth Services :
Tips to Help Children Gain Control Over 
Anxious Situations
One of the trends that the Youth 
Services staff has been seeing 
over the past few years is the 
increasing number of children 
who experience high levels of 
anxiety.   Parents need to know, 
“there is no reason to panic.”  “If 
your child seems to show anxiety—adding your own may 
unwittingly fuel that of your child.”

In point of fact, it is often the case that much of what children 
fear is rooted more in imagination than in reality. Parents may 
be called upon to ease anxieties about everything from strange 
noises, to water, from spiders in the yard, to monsters under 
the bed. Comforting children seized with irrational fears can 
be a difficult task.

Tamar E. Chansky, a psychotherapist who treats anxious 
children and adults and who wrote a practical guide, “Freeing 
Your Child From Anxiety,” said the goal was not to put 
down children’s fears but to help them see that their fears are 
unwarranted and that they can overcome them.

She has created a “master plan” for helping children gain 
control over their anxiety:

1) Empathize with your child. Resist the temptation to 
tell the child there is nothing to worry about, and instead 
acknowledge the child’s concerns and the effect they have.
2) Describe the problem as coming from “the worry brain” 

continued news from the General Assistance Department

Holiday Program Preparation Begins!
We have both Thanksgiving and Christmas Programs here at the 
Township.  Donations are needed to make these programs a success 
again.  If you helped last year you will be receiving a letter shortly, 
asking if you would like to participate again.  If you didn’t help last 
year, please consider it this year.

Thanksgiving meals contain all the “fixings” for that traditional 
dinner for families unable to do so alone.  If you would rather not 
shop, we also accept gift certificates from a local grocery store.

Adopt-A-Family program for Christmas matches donators with the 
size family they would like to provide the Christmas experience.  
Individuals can sign up to be adopters or you can get a group 
together from work, a group of friends or family members to help

split the cost.

We are registering adopters now.  If you are 
interested in participating, please contact the 
General Assistance Department for details by 
October 15th, at: 847-437-0300, or e-mail 
us at: ga@elkgrovetownship.com.
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Michael H. Sweeney, Supervisor
Greg O’Brien, Town Clerk
Board of Trustees:
     George K. Busse
     Andrea Koshaba
     Suellen Satern
     Dale Niewiardowski
Connie Carosielli, Assessor
Art Niewiardowski, Highway Comissioner

Elk Grove Township Information
Hours  Monday-Friday Highway Department Board Meetings
 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.            (847)437-0430 4th Monday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Phone (voice) (847) 437-0300 Fax     (847) 437-0434 2400 S. Arlington Heights Road
 (TDD) (847) 437-4046 Email    admin@elkgrovetownship.com Arlington Heights, IL 60005

This year Elk Grove Township has joined forces with the 
United States Marine Corps Reserve and their Toys for Tots 
Campaign!  Now through December 10th you can donate a 
new unwrapped toy and be part of this great institution.  The 
collection box is located inside the Township Hall. The hours 
are 9:00 to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  Elk Grove 
Township Hall is located at 2400 S. Arlington Heights Rd.

Andrea 
Koshaba
Trustee

Suellen
Satern
Trustee

Dale 
Niewiardowski

Trustee

Art 
Niewiardowski

Highway 
Commissioner
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Carosielli
Township 
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Busse
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Greg 
O’Brien

Township 
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Michael H. 
Sweeney
Township 
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